
IF

IL PERIODO IPOTETICO
(le due parti del periodo possono

sempre essere invertite)

SECOND 
CONDITIONAL

future time
IMPROBABLE
(limited or no
possibility)

IF + PAST
+ CONDITIONAL

If I knew his number, I would call him.
(se sapessi il suo numero, lo chiamerei)

Bob would pass the exam if he studied more.
(Bob supererebbe l'esame se studiasse di più)

If he didn't smoke so much, he would feel fitter.
(se non fumasse così tanto, si sentirebbe più in forma)

They would get assistance If they were French.
(riceverebbero assistenza se fossero francesi)

If the house was bigger, we would all live here.
(se la casa fosse più grande, vivremmo qui tutti)

What would you do if you saw a ghost?
(cosa faresti se vedessi un fantasma?)

THIRD 
CONDITIONAL

past time
IMPOSSIBLE
(no possibility
because past)

IF + PAST
PERFECT +

PAST 
CONDITIONAL

If I had seen you, I would have stopped.
(se ti avessi visto, mi sarei fermato)

We would have bought it if we had had enough money.
(l'avremmo comprato se avessimo avuto abbastanza denaro)

If they had followed us, they wouldn't have got lost.
(se ci avessero seguito, non si sarebbero persi)

Bob would have stayed in if he had known about the storm.
(Bob sarebbe rimasto dentro se avesse saputo della tempesta)

If I hadn't broken my leg, I would have gone with them.
(se non mi fossi rotto la gamba, sarei andato con loro)

Would you have listened if she had tried to explain?
(avresti ascoltato se lei avesse provato a spiegare?)

ZERO 
CONDITIONAL
constant in time
ALWAYS TRUE

(objective or
subjective)

IF + PRESENT
+ PRESENT

If you heat ice, it melts. 
(se scaldi il ghiaccio, esso si scioglie)

People get fat if they eat too much.
(le persone ingrassano se mangiano troppo)

If you live here, they give you free parking.
(se abiti qui, ti danno il posteggio gratis)

Bob gets a headache if he drinks wine.
(a Bob viene mal di testa se beve vino)

If I don't sleep enough, I don't work well.
(se non dormo abbastanza, non lavoro bene)

How do you get to work if you miss the bus?
(come arrivi al lavoro se perdi l'autobus?)

FIRST 
CONDITIONAL

future time
POSSIBLE

(real possibility
in the future)

IF + PRESENT +
FUTURE

If I finish early, I will wait for you.
(se finisco presto, ti aspetterò)

Jane will do the shopping, if she has time.
(Jane farà la spesa se ha il tempo)

If I see Bob, I will give him the tickets.
(se vedo Bob gli darò i biglietti)

Tom will pay if we ask him.
(Tom pagherà se glielo chiediamo)

If they don't ask, they will never know.
(se non chiedono, non sapranno mai)

What will you do if Tom doesn't come?
(cosa farete se Tom non viene?)


