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 What is the world’s most vulnerable city?     

 Level 2 O� Intermediate

Key words2

Warmer 1

What are the biggest dangers facing the world’s largest cities? Rank the following in order from 1  

(most dangerous) to 8 (least dangerous) and discuss your choices.

� �� WUDI¿F�SROOXWLRQ
 • war
� �� GLVHDVH
� �� GURXJKW
� �� RYHU�SRSXODWLRQ
� �� FOLPDWH�FKDQJH
� �� IDPLQH
� �� FULPH

Fill the gaps in the sentences using these key words from the text. The paragraph numbers are given to 

help you.

1. ,I�WKLQJV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��WKH\�DUH�GHVWUR\HG�E\�EHLQJ�EURNHQ�LQWR�ORWV�RI�VPDOO�SLHFHV���SDUD���

2. $�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�SODFH�LV�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�LV�FORVH�WR�WKH�OHYHO�RI�WKH�VHD���SDUD���

3. ,I�DQ�DUHD�LV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��LW�LV�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU���SDUD���

4. To�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�PHDQV�WR�PDNH�VRPHWKLQJ�¿UPHU�E\�SUHVVLQJ�LW���SDUD���

5. $�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�VXEVWDQFH�KDV�D�ORW�RI�YHU\�VPDOO�KROHV�LQ�LW�VR�DLU�DQG�ZDWHU�FDQ�SDVV�WKURXJK�LW��
�SDUD���

��� BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�LV�ZDVWH�VXEVWDQFHV��HVSHFLDOO\�ZDVWH�IURP�SHRSOH¶V�ERGLHV��UHPRYHG�IURP�EXLOGLQJV�
E\�XQGHUJURXQG�SLSHV���SDUD���

7. ,I�D�SODFH�LV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�OLYH�WKHUH���SDUD���

8. ,I�SHRSOH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�D�SODFH��WKH\�OHDYH�LW�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�GLI¿FXOW�RU�GDQJHURXV�WR�VWD\�WKHUH���SDUD���

9. ,I�D�SODFH�LV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��LW�LV�HDVLO\�GDPDJHG�E\�VRPHWKLQJ�QHJDWLYH�RU�KDUPIXO���SDUD����

10. $�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�LV�D�¿UH�WKDW�VWDUWV�LQ�DQ�DUHD�RI�FRXQWU\VLGH�DQG�VSUHDGV�YHU\�TXLFNO\���SDUD����

 ZLOG¿UH porous low-lying vulnerable inundated

abandon disintegrate uninhabitable sewage compact

Find the information3

Find the following information in the text as quickly as possible.

1. +RZ�RIWHQ�LV�WKH�3LD]]D�6DQ�0DUFR�LQ�9HQLFH�LQXQGDWHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU�HDFK�\HDU"

2. +RZ�PDQ\�PHWUHV�KDV�WKH�FLW\�RI�-DNDUWD�VXQN�RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV"

3. +RZ�KLJK�LV�0LDPL�DERYH�VHD�OHYHO"

4. +RZ�IDU�LV�WKH�6DKDUD�'HVHUW�PRYLQJ�VRXWK�HDFK�\HDU"

5. +RZ�PDQ\�FDUV�GR�WKH����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�RZQ"

��� +RZ�PDQ\�PDMRU�¿UH�GLVDVWHUV�ZHUH�WKHUH�LQ�$PHULFD�EHWZHHQ������DQG�����"
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 Level 2 O� Intermediate
What is the world’s most  

vulnerable city?     

Adrian Mourby

1 October, 2015

1 $SDUW�IURP�YROFDQRHV��KXUULFDQHV�DQG�
HDUWKTXDNHV��WKHUH�DUH�WZR�NH\�WKLQJV�WKDW�FDQ�
PDNH�D�FLW\�GLVLQWHJUDWH�RU�HYHQ�WRWDOO\�GLVDSSHDU�
±�ZDWHU�DQG�VDQG�

2 $�FHQWXU\�DJR��9HQLFH�±�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�EHDXWLIXO�
DQG�ORZ�O\LQJ�FLWLHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�±�XVHG�WR�ÀRRG�
DURXQG�WHQ�WLPHV�D�\HDU��1RZDGD\V��LWV�ORZHVW�
SRLQW��3LD]]D�6DQ�0DUFR��RQO\�WKUHH�IHHW�DERYH�
VHD�OHYHO��LV�LQXQGDWHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
����WLPHV�D�\HDU�

3 %XW�ULVLQJ�VHD�OHYHOV�DUH�QRW�WKH�RQO\�FDXVH��
,Q�PDQ\�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH�ODQG�LV�DOVR�
VLQNLQJ��,Q�9HQLFH��VXEVRLO�FRPSDFWLRQ��D�UHVXOW�
RI�LQGXVWULDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�
DUHD��ORZHUHG�WKH�FLW\�E\���FP�EHWZHHQ������
DQG�������+R�&KL�0LQK�&LW\�LQ�9LHWQDP�LV�DOVR�
VLQNLQJ�E\�DERXW��FP�D�\HDU�±�EXW�WKDW¶V�QRWKLQJ�
FRPSDUHG�WR�-DNDUWD��ZKLFK�LV�GURSSLQJ����WR�
��FP�HDFK�\HDU��,Q�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�GHFDGHV��WKH�
FLW\�KDV�VXQN�URXJKO\�IRXU�PHWUHV��

4 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�IRU�WKH�,QGRQHVLDQ�FDSLWDO��LW�KDV�
SXPSHG�RXW�VR�PXFK�JURXQGZDWHU�WR�VXSSRUW�LWV�
SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�ODQG�DERYH�LV�GU\LQJ�RXW�DQG�
FRPSDFWLQJ�±�WKLV�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�ERZO��5LYHUV�
WKDW�XVHG�WR�ÀRZ�WKURXJK�WKH�FLW\�GRZQ�WR�WKH�VHD�
KDYH�KDG�WR�EH�GLYHUWHG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FDQQRW�
GUDLQ�XSKLOO�

5 :KLOH�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�SODQV�WR�VDYH�9HQLFH�±�DQG�
+R�&KL�0LQK�&LW\�DQG�-DNDUWD�DUH�WDNLQJ�WKH�
SUREOHP�VHULRXVO\�±�WKH�VDPH�FDQQRW�EH�VDLG�IRU�
0LDPL��ZKHUH�SROLWLFLDQV�UHIXVH�WR�DGPLW�WKH�FLW\�
KDV�D�VHULRXV�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SUREOHP�

�� 7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�SUREOHPV�LQ�0LDPL��,W�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�
WHQ�IHHW�DERYH�VHD�OHYHO��DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�QXPEHU�
RI�WURSLFDO�VWRUPV�DUH�LQXQGDWLQJ�WKH�FLW\��DQG�LW�
LV�EXLOW�RQ�SRURXV�URFN��ZKLFK�LV�DEVRUELQJ�WKH�
ULVLQJ�VHDZDWHU��7KLV�ZDWHU�WKHQ�¿OOV�WKH�FLW\¶V�
IRXQGDWLRQV�DQG�FRPHV�XS�WKURXJK�GUDLQV�DQG�
SLSHV��IRUFLQJ�VHZDJH�XSZDUGV�DQG�SROOXWLQJ�LWV�
IUHVK�ZDWHU��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�0LDPL�PD\�RQH�GD\�
EHFRPH�XQLQKDELWDEOH��

7 ,Q�WKH�0DOGLYHV��WKH�SRSXODWLRQV�RI�ZKROH�LVODQGV�
DUH�QRZ�FRQVLGHULQJ�DEDQGRQLQJ�WKHLU�KRPHV��
7KH�FDSLWDO��0DOp��SRSXODWLRQ���������DQG�RQO\�
IRXU�IHHW�DERYH�VHD�OHYHO��KDV�EXLOW�D�WHQ�IRRW�VHD�
ZDOO�DW�D�FRVW�RI�����PLOOLRQ�±�EXW��ORQJ�WHUP��RQO\�
D�VWDELOL]DWLRQ�RI�ULVLQJ�VHD�OHYHOV�ZLOO�VDYH�LW�DQG�
WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�LVODQGV�

8 ,Q�$IULFD��GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ�LV�FDXVLQJ�WKH�6DKDUD�
WR�VSUHDG�VRXWK�DW�D�UDWH�RI����PLOHV�SHU�\HDU��
WKUHDWHQLQJ�VHWWOHPHQWV�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�0DXULWDQLD��
2YHU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�GHVHUW�
KDV�JURZQ�E\�PRUH�WKDQ�����DFUHV�DURXQG�
WKH�WUDGLQJ�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�FHQWUH�RI�&KLQJXHWWL��
ZKHUH�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�KDV�GHFOLQHG�IURP��������
SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�PLG�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�WR�MXVW�D�IHZ�
WKRXVDQG�QRZ��7UDGLQJ�KDV�DOPRVW�FRPSOHWHO\�
VWRSSHG�DV�VDQG�SLOHV�XS�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��

9 /LNHZLVH��WKH�&DOLIRUQLDQ�UHVRUW�RI�5DQFKR�
0LUDJH��QHDU�3DOP�6SULQJV��PD\�KDYH�WR�EH�
DEDQGRQHG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�GHFDGH��7KLV�FLW\�LV�MXVW�
RQH�H[DPSOH�RI�D�SUREOHP�FDXVHG�QRW�VR�PXFK�
E\�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�DV�KXPDQ�RYHU�H[SDQVLRQ��
&DOLIRUQLD¶V�GUHDP�RI�IDUPLQJ�WKH�GHVHUW�PDGH�
VHQVH�ZKLOH�LWV�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�UHPDLQHG�DURXQG�
KDOI�D�PLOOLRQ��LQ�������±�EXW�QRZ�WKH�VWDWH�LV�
KRPH�WR����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��ZKR�RZQ� 
���PLOOLRQ�YHKLFOHV�

10 7KH�GDLO\�ZDWHU�XVH�LQ�5DQFKR�0LUDJH�LV�PRUH�
WKDQ�����JDOORQV�SHU�SHUVRQ��ZKLFK�LV�FDXVLQJ�D�
PDQ�PDGH�GURXJKW��$�����FXW�LQ�ZDWHU�XVH�KDV�
EHHQ�LPSOHPHQWHG�EXW�WKLV�LV�XQOLNHO\�WR�VWDELOL]H�
WKH�UHVRUW��ZKLFK�LV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�VDQG�DQG�GXVW��
7KH�ORQJ�WHUP�DQVZHU�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�GHVHUW�LV�
OLNHO\�WR�EH�WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�VRPH�FLWLHV�

11 )LUH�LV�D�JURZLQJ�WKUHDW�WR�XUEDQ�VHWWOHPHQWV�LQ�
$PHULFD�±�LQ�IDFW��IRUHVW�¿UHV�FDXVH�WKH�PRVW�
GDPDJH�DIWHU�VHYHUH�VWRUPV��ZLWK�����PDMRU�¿UH�
GLVDVWHUV�WKHUH�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������$�QHZ�
UHSRUW�E\�WKH�86'$�)RUHVW�6HUYLFH�PDSV�WKH�
LQFUHDVLQJ�QXPEHU�RI�XUEDQ�ORFDWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�
SDUWLFXODUO\�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�ZLOG¿UH�

12 6LPLODUO\�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��VRPH�RI�9LFWRULD¶V�UHVRUWV�
DQG�VHYHUDO�0HOERXUQH�VXEXUEV�KDYH�EHHQ�
SODFHG�RQ�D�OLVW�RI�WKH�VWDWH¶V����PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�
EXVK¿UH�VSRWV�EHFDXVH�ORQJ�WHUP�GURXJKWV�DUH�
PDNLQJ�WUHHV�KLJKO\�FRPEXVWLEOH��,W¶V�XQOLNHO\�WKDW�
D�IRUHVW�¿UH�ZLOO�HYHU�GHVWUR\�DQ�HQWLUH�FLW\�EXW�D�
VXFFHVVLRQ�RI�¿UHV�FRXOG�PDNH�LW�XQLQKDELWDEOH�
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 What is the world’s most vulnerable city?     

 Level 2 O� Intermediate

Comprehension check4

Are these statements true (T) or false (F) according to the text?

1. 5LVLQJ�VHD�OHYHOV�DUH�WKH�RQO\�FDXVH�RI�ÀRRGLQJ�

2. 3ROLWLFLDQV�LQ�0LDPL�DUH�WDNLQJ�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�ÀRRGLQJ�VHULRXVO\�

3. 2QO\�D�VWDELOL]DWLRQ�RI�ULVLQJ�VHD�OHYHOV�ZLOO�VDYH�0DOp�DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�0DOGLYH�LVODQGV��

4. 7KH�SUREOHPV�RI�5DQFKR�0LUDJH�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�KDYH�EHHQ�FDXVHG�E\�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�RQO\�

5. 6HYHUH�VWRUPV�KDYH�FDXVHG�PRUH�GDPDJH�LQ�WKH�86$�WKDQ�IRUHVW�¿UHV�

��� ,W�LV�SUREDEOH�WKDW�D�IRUHVW�¿UH�ZLOO�GHVWUR\�DQ�HQWLUH�FLW\���

Find the following words and phrases in the text.

1. D�QRXQ�PHDQLQJ�D�SHULRG�RI�WHQ�\HDUV��SDUD���

2. D�WZR�ZRUG�SKUDVDO�YHUE�PHDQLQJ�XVH�HTXLSPHQW�WR�UHPRYH�ZDWHU��SDUD���

3. D�YHUE�PHDQLQJ�PDNH�VRPHWKLQJ�PRYH�RU�WUDYHO�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�GLUHFWLRQ��SDUD���

4. D�YHUE�PHDQLQJ�WDNH�LQ�D�JDV��OLTXLG�RU�RWKHU�VXEVWDQFH��SDUD���

5. D�WZR�ZRUG�SKUDVDO�YHUE�PHDQLQJ�LQFUHDVH�D�ORW��SDUD���

��� D�YHUE�PHDQLQJ�PDNH�VRPHWKLQJ�VXFK�DV�DQ�LGHD��SODQ��V\VWHP�RU�ODZ�VWDUW�WR�ZRUN�DQG�EH�XVHG��SDUD����

7. DQ�DGMHFWLYH�PHDQLQJ�DEOH�WR�EXUQ�HDVLO\��SDUD����

8. D�WKUHH�ZRUG�H[SUHVVLRQ�PHDQLQJ�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�VRPHWKLQJ�H[LVWV�RU�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�LPSRUWDQW��SDUD����

Find the word5

13 0DQ\�FLWLHV�DUH�¿JKWLQJ�D�ORVLQJ�EDWWOH�DJDLQVW�
QDWXUH�EXW�LV�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�
PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�FLW\"�1DWXUDO�HYHQWV�DUH�YHU\�
GLI¿FXOW�WR�SUHGLFW�±�EXW�0DOp¶V�IXWXUH�ORRNV�
SDUWLFXODUO\�EDG�EHFDXVH��HYHQ�LI�LWV�QHZ�VHD�ZDOO�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�HIIHFWLYH��WKH�LVODQGV�DURXQG�WKH�
0DOGLYHV�FDSLWDO�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�GLVDSSHDU�EHIRUH�

WRR�ORQJ��$QG��LI�WKH\�GLVDSSHDU��0DOp¶V�UDLVRQ�
G¶rWUH�GLVDSSHDUV��WRR�

��*XDUGLDQ�1HZV�DQG�0HGLD�����
)LUVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�7KH�*XDUGLDQ����������

Match the words in the left-hand column with those in the right-hand column to make words from the text.  

1. XS��

2. HDUWK

3. JURXQG��

4. VHD

5. PDQ�

��� EXVK����

a. ZDWHU�

E�� PDGH

F�� ¿UH

d. KLOO

H�� ZDWHU

f. TXDNH�

Compound words6
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Word-building7

verb noun

1. H[SORLW

2. DEDQGRQ

3. VWDELOL]H

4. VHWWOH

5. H[SDQG

�� SRSXODWH

Complete the table using words from the text.

Discussion8

Discuss the following statements.

• ,W�ZRXOG�EH�EHWWHU�WR�DEDQGRQ�FLWLHV�OLNH�0DOp�UDWKHU�WKDQ�VSHQG�PLOOLRQV�WU\LQJ�WR�VDYH�WKHP�

• (YHU\RQH�VKRXOG�VWDUW�WU\LQJ�WR�VDYH�ZDWHU�ULJKW�QRZ�


